Math 160 Elementary Statistics
Grossmont College

Fall 2017
	Instructor:   Beth Smith                                                         Phone:  (619) 644-7893
E-mail: Beth.smith@gcccd.edu                                            Office:  31-366
Office Hours 
  Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 9:30-10:30



  
               M-Th:  1:30-2:00


                              Other times by appointment
Class Hours:
  TTh  10:30-12:20                                          Room: 31-358     OR
                             TTh   3:30-5:20                                              Room:  51-577
Webpage:  http://www.grossmont.edu/people/beth-smith


Prerequisites:
 Grade of C or higher, or “pass,” in Math 103, or equivalent, or higher level course.
Required Text:  Introductory Statistics: Open Stax.  Click here for information about accessing

                           the FREE text.
Supplies:  Calculator (scientific or graphing), graph paper, notebook paper  

Drop Deadlines:   September 1: Last day to drop without a “W”.

                             September 22: Last day to apply for P/NP-semester length classes


      October 13: Last day to apply for degrees/certificates for Fall
                             November 9: Last day to drop semester length classes.
Math 160 Student Learning Outcomes:




· A student will be able to categorize data sets and use appropriate methods to find, summarize, and visually display statistics about the data set.  The student will also be able to interpret visual display of statistical data.

· A student will be able to take sample statistics and use appropriate procedures, methods, and tests to make inferences about the population.

· A student will be able to categorize probability problems and use appropriate theorems and formulas to solve them.

· A student will be able to use the appropriate technology to analyze statistical problems.

· A student will be able to interpret, communicate, and assess the validity of statistical processes and conclusions.

Academic Integrity:  Cheating and plagiarism (using as one's own ideas, writings, materials, or images from someone else without acknowledgement or permission) can result in any one of a variety of sanctions. Such penalties may range from an adjusted grade on the particular exam, paper, project, or assignment (all of which may lead to a failing grade in the course) to, under certain conditions, suspension or expulsion from a class, program or the college.  Copying homework or assignments, copying from the solutions manual, or any other attempt to use someone else’s work as your own is cheating.  For further clarification and information on these issues, please consult with your instructor or contact the office of the Associate Dean of Student Affairs.
Classroom Behavior:  All students are expected to abide by the code of conduct stated in the college catalog.  Every student in this class wants to, and has a right to, learn, therefore no one can inhibit or prevent the learning process from taking place for others.  There will be group work on a regular basis, however every student is expected to do their own work.  Please do not exhibit behaviors that are disruptive such as coming late, leaving your seat during lecture, whistling, etc.  No eating during class.
Absences:  All planned absences must be communicated to the instructor before the absence
occurs.  The instructor may elect to drop a student after two or more absences. 
Cell Phone/Tablets/Computer use in Class:  Cell phones, tablets, and computers are to be silenced and not used in class unless authorized by the instructor.   Cell phones may not be used as calculators.  If you have your cell phone out during class, you will be asked to leave and awarded an absence for the day.  See above for consequences of absences.
Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:  Students with disabilities who may need accommodations in this class are encouraged to notify the instructor and contact the Accessibility Resource Center, ARC, early in the semester so that reasonable accommodations may be implemented as soon as possible. Students may contact ARC in person in building 60, room 120 or by phone at (619) 644-7112 (voice) or (877) 561-8975 (Video Phone for deaf).

Math Study Center:  http://www.grossmont.edu/mathstudy/    Room: 70-112 and 70-113  The MSC offers tutoring specific to this course.  Please utilize the services offered there for free.  
Library Tutoring:   All Grossmont College Students may receive free tutoring in the Learning Resource Center for many of the subjects they are enrolled in at Grossmont College.  Students are allowed up to 2 hours of tutoring a week per subject, with a maximum of 5 hours per week.  Tutoring is by appointment only.
Grad Guru:   This app is easy to use to keep up with announcements from the college about financial aid deadlines, transfer, etc.  I have the app and encourage you to download it too.
Educational Plan:  All students are required to have a comprehensive educational    plan by the end of their third semester.  If you don’t have an ed plan yet, please see a counselor to create one.
Grading Policy (also see rubric for grading and Standards of Mathematical Practice):  
Activities: (15 percent of your final grade).  Four outside class activities will be assigned.  The dates are listed on the class schedule.  Each own requires that you work in pairs and complete work related to several chapters in the book.
	
	


      Quizzes: (15 percent of the final grade). Eight in-class quizzes will be given on Tuesdays.  Quiz
      problems will come directly from homework, and will either be the exact same problem or one

      based on a specific problem.  You will be allowed to use homework to complete the quiz.  If you 

      do not have homework to use, you will not be successful on the quiz.  Homework will NOT be 
      collected but the quizzes will.  See the schedule for dates. You will be allowed to drop your low-

      est quiz score. 
Examinations: (50 percent of the final grade).  You will be given 4 examinations.  

Examination dates are shown on the class schedule.  

Final Examination:  (20 percent of the final grade).  The final is cumulative.
10:30 Class:  Thursday, Dec. 14, 9:25-11:25
3:30 Class:  Tuesday, Dec. 12, 3:55-5:55
Grading Criteria:  All work must be neat, organized and easy to follow.  Students are always required to show all work and, when appropriate, check all answers. Sloppy work will not be accepted.  
	93-100% = A

90-92% = A-

88-89% = B+

83-87% = B

80-82% = B-
	78-79% = C+

70-77% = C

60-69% = D

0-59% = F


Make-up/Late Work:  There will be no make-up assignments.  All assignments are due on the due date. 
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:  Grades can be accessed using Canvas.  You can find the link on the college webpage or you can use gcccd.instructure.com . If you need technological help, call1-844-600-4953, at any time 24/7.

Hints for Success: 
This course is hands on !!! You will be learning mathematics by constructing models in order to build concept knowledge.  Be prepared to DO mathematics every day in class.  Also use these tips.
1) Pre-reading: It is a good idea to read ahead in the book. For example, if you know that sections 3.2 and 3.3 will be covered in the next class meeting, you should read them before class meets, and perhaps even try a few problems to see if you are getting the idea.

2) Participate: If you have a gym membership, you may have noticed that the gym you belong to has no bleachers. This is because no one gets in shape by watching others work out. The study of mathematics is a mental discipline. It is virtually impossible to make progress by merely observing others engage in the discipline. On the other hand, when you engage yourself in class discussion and group activities, you will find yourself making progress and feeling good about it.

3) Form a study group: Discussing mathematics is a good way to learn (after all, you must be thinking about it in order to discuss it). Answering questions forces you to think about concepts more thoroughly than you would ordinarily.

4) Take notes and review them: In order to gain mastery of mathematical concepts, one must spend time thinking about them. This is particularly true of definitions and formulas. Spending time reviewing your notes before (or while) attempting homework problems is a good way to solidify your understanding of key concepts. It is also a good way to prepare for exams.  Also attempt to re-do the sample problems discussed in class.

5) Be organized: Keeping an organized notebook and flashcards make a course much less stressful. Use notes, handouts, homework, exams, etc. from class when studying for exams.
6) Don’t waste time worrying: If you find yourself experiencing math anxiety or test anxiety, you are not alone. In fact, your instructor knows what it is like to experience doubt when an exam looms on the horizon, or when a homework assignment is due the next day but is not nearly finished. But worrying is a complete waste of time. Rather than expending “mental energy” on worrying, set the anxiety aside and focus on learning.


It is extremely important that all students feel comfortable in this class.  This means treating each other with mutual respect, being professional, and withholding opinions that may be judgmental.
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